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ENA4 - course on Society, Conflicts and 
Solutions - Tweets on Peace

EUROPEAN CONNECTIONS 
ErasmusDays is an Euro-

pean wide celebration of 
European partnership and 
cooperation. This covers, for 
example, Erasmus+ -projects 
funded by the European Uni-
on. Two of such projects are 
ongoing in Pyhäjoen lukio at 
the moment.

This autumn the Erasmus-
Days events took place in 
mid-October. Due to the Fin-
nish autumn holidays, the 
International School Team 
met up with a Spanish school 
on Thursday, November 5th 
instead of the actual dates. 

Juan M. Franco and two ot-
her teachers from Felipe So-
lis Villechenous Secondary 
School near Córdoba spoke 
to Marianne Salmivuori and 
Minna Lapinkangas (the 
International School Team 
Coordinators in Pyhäjoki) 
along with principal Tauno 
Rajaniemi via remote mee-
ting about the new plans for 
European cooperation. 

Mr Franco was one of the te-
achers about to visit schools 
in Pyhäjoki in March 2020 
as a job shadowing guest but 
the COVID19 outbreak put a 

stop in all mobilities for the 
time being. Glad to have met 
anyway, plans were made to 
meet up virtually again in 
December.  

Marianne Salmivuori ja 
Minna Lapinkangas

 Marianne Salmivuori (left) and Minna Lapinkangas have weekly meetings on international ideas and projects 
in schools.

In 2018 the life expectancy 
in Finland was 78,9 years for 
boys and 84,3 years for girls. 
In 1970 the life expectancy 
was 65,8 years for boys and 
74,21 for girls so it has gone 
up about 13 years for boys 
and 10 years for girls.Overall 
increase of the life expectan-
cy has been going up since 
the years of famine ended in 
Finland in 1868.

This is explained by the 
improvement of healthcare 
in Finland which results in 
better overall health of Fin-
nish people. 

Infant mortality also has 
a big part in the develop-

ment of life expectancy. 
For example, in developing 
countries many children die 
very young which affects the 
average life expectancy but 
in Finland child mortality is 
very low and has been going 
down more and more as a re-
sult of the improving health-
care. According to statistics 
the life expectancy in Finland 
will keep on increasing in fu-
ture and for the people born 
between the years 1975 and 
1977 the life expectancy will 
be 86 years for boys and 91 
for girls.

Mikael Pehkonen 2A

Life expectancy in Finland

It is good that the Nobel Peace 
Prize is given annually. It points out 

that there are a lot of good people 
in the world despite all the bad 

things happening. It encourages 
people to do good things. There are 
still many wars and conflicts that 

have to be ended. 
Eemil Saukko 2B

The World Food Programme 
deserved the Nobel peace prize this 

year! Food is the best way to pre-
vent conflicts in poverty countries 
in Africa, for example. As the World 

Food Programme says on Twitter 
“Until the day we have a medical 
vaccine, food is the best vaccine 

against chaos”.
Tommi Sliden 2B

In the world everyone doesn't 
have food or rights. It is good that 

The Nobel Prizes are given to orga-
nisations that help those in need. 

People remember better that in the 
world there are still people who are 

not all well. 
Arttu Tanska 2A

The United Nations World Food 
Programme got the Nobel peace 

prize this year. They have already 
removed a lot of hunger from the 

world and they will continue to do 
so until there is no hunger anyw-

here. 
Minja Kalliokulju 2A

“This year #nobelpeaceprice 
was given to the World Food 

Programme. What have we done 
wrong? Why we still have to have 

programs that help food problems? 
Why we haven’t done anything so 

food problems would be solved 
already?“ 

Nea Sirkka 2A

Any comments or suggestions about these pages in English to minna.lapinkangas@edu.pyhajoki.fi

ERASMUS+ PROJECTS IN PYHÄJOEN LUKIO

In the autumn of 2018 Py-
hajoki Upper Secondary 
School together with part-
ners from Denmark, Italy, 
Portugal and Spain initiated 
a project titled A New Ap-
proach for a New Generation. 
The aim of this project, which 
is still running, is to develop 
and share, as it is expressed, 
”good practices” between 
the partners. The main con-
tent of this project is PBL 
or Project-Based Learning. 
Originally, we were suppo-
sed to have four mobilities 
(meaning visits to our part-
ner countries), but unfortu-
nately, the outbreak of the 
corona pandemic forced us to 
change our plans. We did get 
to visit Italy, Denmark and 
Portugal (Portugal just be-
fore the pandemic started), 
but the final mobility, which 
was supposed to take place 
in Spain in May this year, had 
to be cancelled. Instead, we 
will have a virtual closure, or 
ending, of the project in De-
cember.

‘

Despite the difficult situati-
on in Europe and elsewhere, 
during our mobility in Portu-
gal we decided to apply for a 
new Erasmus+ -project. Our 
application was granted in 
August, and the new project, 
titled Active Learning for a 
Sustainable World, is to be 
launched in early 2021. The 
idea is to develop and test 
ideas and practices to enab-
le students to become active 
citizens who can make a po-
sitive impact on society. The 
partners in this project are 
the same as in the previous 
one, except that there is a 
new partner, an upper se-
condary school from Athens, 
Greece. Due to the corona 
situation in Europe, it seems 
obvious that we will have to 
do at least part of the work 
online, but hopefully the si-
tuation will improve someti-
me in the foreseeable future 
so that we will be able to do 
the mobilities more or less as 
planned.

Matti Myllylä 
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For the past two or more 
years, Pyhäjoen lukio has 
been introducing English 
language into other subjects. 
The reason for this bold move 
is the renewed curriculum 
for upper high school studies 
(LOPS2021) which is making 
more and more demands on 
teachers and schools to put 
together modules consisting 
of two or more subjects. The-
re are some school subjects 
that marry well together, 
such as mathematics and 
physics but why not use a fo-
reign language to gain a wi-
der knowledge of the world? 
This can be seen in the mat-
riculation examination (yli-
oppilaskirjoitukset) where 
an increasingly wider varie-
ty of information is required 
of the students to do well. 
Language abilities and skills 
such as scanning and skim-
ming texts are a requirement 
in further studies in univer-
sities and polytechnics too. 
Not all research is done in 
Finnish or in Finland. 

The point of introducing 
two or more subjects toget-
her is to show that for most 
of us, a foreign language is a 
tool and can and should be 
used outside of the language 
classroom. You don't have to 
know the language inside out 
or talk perfectly to be able 
to use it. To be willing is the 
key in any form of learning. 
Moreover, English is used 
authentically, which means 
gaining information on real, 
relevant and updated sour-
ces, not just your textbooks. 
We, as teachers, do not know 
everything (yes, really) eit-

NEW ROADS EQUALS NEW IDEAS

ENA4 - course on Society, Conflicts and Solutions - Blog posts 

Birth rates in Finland
At the start of the 20th cen-

tury the birth rates in Finland 
were about 55 000 to 60 000 
children every year. However 
between the years 2010 and 
2018 the birth rates have 
decreased about one-fifth of 
what it used to be. This is the 
result of many things. The 
first being that nowadays 
Finnish people delay getting 
their first child and as a re-
sult of this they may not get a 
second or a third child. 

The biggest reasons why 
people delay getting their 
first child are work and edu-
cation. People want to finish 
their degrees and establish 
their careers before getting 
children. This means that 
people see children as a risk 
to their careers and want to 
ensure a permanent emplo-
yment before having a child 

and starting a family.
The decrease in birth rates 

is also a result of change in 
the lifestyle of young people. 

In the past family was the 
most important part of life 
and getting children was the 
first and foremost priority. 
However, nowadays that has 
changed and young people 
want to travel more and live 
freely before committing to a 
family. 

Financial reasons are also a 
part of the decrease in birth 
rates. People don’t want to 
get a second or a third child 
because that would mean 
that they have to buy a bigger 
house with more room for 
the children. There are howe-
ver ways to possibly get the 
birth rates back to normal or 
at least to a little bit better. 
The first option would be to 

try to combine work and fa-
mily. Ways to do this are, for 
example, improving daycare 
so parents don’t need to wor-
ry so much about who will 
take care of their children 
while they are at work.

Nowadays immigration has 
also risen up as a possible 
solution to the problem. Ac-
cording to statistics immi-
gration brings about 15,000 
people to Finland every year. 
This could solve the problem 
of decreasing birth rates in 
Finland but this brings up a 
question. If the people are 
immigrants from foreign 
countries, should they be 
considered as Finnish people 
or not, even though they have 
Finnish citizenship?

Mikael Pehkonen 2A

Benefits and allowances
 for students in Finland 

In Finland students are in 
a good position. Education 
is free in primary and secon-
dary education. In secondary 
education, however, we have 
to pay for our textbooks, for 
example. It depends a lot on 
the school. However, stu-
dents can receive various 
allowances from the social 
insurance institution of Fin-
land. It allows a student to 
buy supplies like books for 
school or pay for school trips, 
for example. In my opinion, 
young Finns are in a real-
ly good position, because 
in some countries children 
aren’t  able to go to school for 
economic reasons. 

I am studying in the se-
cond grade of Pyhäjoki High 
School. In our high school, 

we don’t have to pay for man-
datory books, we can loan 
them for the duration of the 
course. I know, it sounds in-
credible. We have to only buy 
the books for the optional 
courses ourselves. At Pyhäjo-
ki High School, we also get a 
free laptop for the duration of 
the education and that’s how 
we save money again.  We 
are also allowed to eat free 
and good school food at our 
school and take the school 
bus for free if we live further 
away from the school. This 
too depends a lot on school. 

I am  actually really pleased 
and I don’t really know anyt-
hing worth improving. I just 
wish all students would get 
enough financial help if they 
needed it. I am also very glad 

that schools also offer stu-
dents  health care and con-
versation help with different 
people, in the midst of a hea-
vy daily life. It is important 
that we feel well to be able to 
study. Today, more and more 
students also receive bene-
fits with a student card, for 
example in shops and cafés. 
In every way I think that stu-
dents in Finland feel good 
and grateful. I also hope that 
everyone else has an equally 
good opportunity to study, 
because young people have a 
really important position in 
the society of the future.

Iida Raappana 2A

her so it’s really important 
to learn to find information 
from various sources and 
crosscheck it. For example, 
so much more history has 
been written and studied in 
English. 

The multi- or plurilingua-

lism is also at the centre of 
this school reform starting 
next scholastic year. Many of 
us already live in a world of 
multiple languages amongst 
our friends and family and 
it is to be celebrated rather 
than feared. According to 
the studies, our brains fare 

well with multiple langu-
ages swirling around in them 
and the best way to stave off 
dementia is to learn a new 
language. Nevertheless, we 
should all study other lan-
guages too. English might be 
the most common language 
people learn nowadays but 

to make an impression, you 
need to learn the language 
and the ways of another cul-
ture. 

In our recent project, we 
put History and English to-
gether and some samples of 
that experiment are available 

on the next page and later on 
in other editions of the Eng-
lish pages. 

Tero Niemi and 
Minna Lapinkangas

K R I ST I I N A SO RO N EN 1B
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Sinikka Kallio

1. Toivon hyvää 
äänestysprosenttia
2. Tietenkin äänestää
3. Ehdokkaalla samat arvot 

kuin itsellä

Seija Setälä

1. Enemmän puolueita
2. Aina äänestää
3. Omat perusteet

5. marraskuuta julkaistiin Kuulumisissa uutinen Keskusta valmistautuu kunnallis-
vaaleihin. Jutussa kerrottiin, että yksi ehdokkaista on pyhäjokinen Pirkko Lintunen. 
Tämä ei pidä paikkansa. Pirkko Lintunen ei ole ehdolla kuntavaaleissa. 

OIKAISU

My dreams
“Oh, hey there”, Isabella 

greeted after she heard the 
bell, it always made a sound 
when someone came through 
the front door and the door 
hit it gently. Isabella was still 
in the backroom but made 
her way out of there so she 
could serve the customer 
properly.

“Hey there you too, miss”, 
the visitor answered as he 
took off his hat and slightly 
bowed before her.

“How may I help you?” Isa-
bella asked in a polite way, 
she tried to clean her glasses 
with the edge of a cloth she 
had with her and placed the 
glasses over her head right 
after. The cloth stayed in her 
hands.

“I’ve seen boutiques like 
this before”, the man started 
as he looked around while 
touching his chin looking 
pensive. “I’ve seen and I’ve 
been disappointed at almost 
as many.”

Isabella still had the small 
piece of cloth in her hands 
and she had started handling 
it unconsciously while liste-
ning to the man. When she 
realized the man was looking 
in her way she suddenly flin-
ched and stopped. What did 
any of that have to do with 
her anyways, she thought to 
herself.

“My wife makes most of our 
clothes at home but I still buy 
some of mine from elsewhe-
re. I’ve almost given that up 
too but since I’ve heard so 
much good about this bouti-

que of yours I couldn’t handle 
myself. I had to see myself if 
this ‘much-talked Isabella’ 
was as great as she seemed 
to be.”

“Uh, so how may I serve 
you?”

“Everything’s listed here”, 
he answered and took an 
envelope from his pocket. 
Isabella took it from him and 
was about to ask for some 
more specific information, 
but almost as soon as the man 
had let go of the envelope’s 
other end he had been out the 
front door. Isabella stared at 
the small swinging bell abo-
ve the door for a while and 
turned to the envelope then 
again.

~~~

The boutique was original-
ly Isabella’s mother’s, Julia’s. 
She had always hoped that 
her daughter would conti-
nue this dream of hers after 
she’d pass away. Her husband 
Rick, Isabella’s biological 
father, had left her after he 
heard she was pregnant. But 
luckily that didn’t stop her 
from keeping the baby. She 
had her and raised her alone. 
She loved Isabella more than 
anything and even kept her 
around while she was wor-
king.

Julia had always wanted to 
become a professional fashi-
on designer and after Rick 
had broken up with her she 
had decided to open her own 
boutique. The location was 
perfect and her creativity 
with fabric and it’s different 

colours attracted a lot of 
customers. And almost in no 
time she then became quite a 
famous name.

But because her lungs had 
always had an innate flaw in 
them, when the pneumonia 
had its chance to hit her it did 
and took her away. After her 
death Isabella put to work 
everything she had learned 
during the years and beca-
me the one continuing her 
mother’s job.

For a week she worked day 
and night with the dress the 
customer had ordered. The 
dress was long and black 
with a wrinkled hem. Isabel-
la thought it was a bit dull on 
its own so she sewed a blue 
kind of jacket to go with it. 
The instructions that the 
man had given her told his 
wife’s measurements and 
her most noticeable features 
and her blue eyes were listed 
there. With this jacket that 
woman’s eyes would stand 
out even more.

Isabella was proud of her 
work and happily gave the fi-
nished product to the man a 
few days later. She didn’t tell 
him about the jacket though, 
because she knew he was 
going to find out eventual-
ly and she wanted him to be 
surprised. She hoped that 
the surprise would make him 
feel better after all the disap-
pointments he had faced in 
the past. And as much, if not 
more, she hoped that the one 
who was going to wear the 
dress, his wife, was going to 
like it.

~~~

On the other day Isabel-
la was sitting in her bouti-
que with a cup of tea in her 
hands. She sat by the window 
and had let her mind wander 
around on its own.

There was the sky filled 
with smoke and the chim-
neys spat out even more of 
it like usual. There were no 
birds which saddened Isabel-
la a bit. Some passed by with 
their carriage just barely 
missing the giant puddle on 
this side of the road, next to 
the pavement. There wasn’t 
much to see, Isabella thought, 
though she had been living 
here for her whole life so she 
knew the place like the back 
of her own hand.

She had heard stories about 
other big cities and their 
markets but personally she 
didn’t really mind about 
those. She did want to ex-
plore the world, she knew 
she would’ve had the chance 
because trains were always 
running around but she was 
afraid. She had promised her 
mother she’d continue on fol-
lowing in her footsteps and 
she didn’t want to break a 
promise so dear to her.

“Isabella”, someone shouted 
and she almost spilled her 
tea. She stopped dreaming 
and looked up towards the 
front door. The bell was 
swinging gently again.

“Oh, hi Maria”, the woman 
greeted when she recogni-
zed the person. Maria was 
a sweet girl from the same 

street the boutique was in. 
The girl had long dark hair 
and big shiny eyes. She would 
sometimes drop by and talk 
about the latest news and 
gossip for she was really into 
it, what a chatterbox of a girl.

The teenaged girl sat on one 
of the free chairs and looked 
out the window for a second. 
Then she turned to Isabel-
la and fixed her posture, sat 
with her hands on her lap. 
She looked more excited than 
usual.

“Tell me about it.”
“You won’t believe what just 

happened to me yesterday 
night!” the young woman al-
most shouted and she had to 
restrain herself. She cooled 
down for a moment.

“By all means, tell me”, Isa-
bella chuckled.

“There’s that boy I’ve told 
you about for many times-”

“That Garrison?”
“Yes, him”, Maria said and 

the excitement was visibly 
increasing inside her as she 
continued. “He paid a vi-
sit yesterday, well, actually 
it was his father. He didn’t 
come inside our house he just 
walked by, but what he did 
was that he left a note for me 
on our doorstep. It didn’t stay 
there for long but because it 
rained it did get soaked pret-
ty fast. Anyways my mother 
for certain could make the 
message out of it.”

“What did it say?”
“Garrison wanted to meet 

me.”
“..and that’s it?”
“For now yes, but we are 

going to meet later this week, 

on Friday actually. Oh my, he 
is probably going to propose 
to me!” Maria admired out 
loud and stared at the ceiling 
with dreamful eyes. Isabella 
smiled and stayed silent.

Maria fell in love with Gar-
rison a long time ago and Isa-
bella had been by her side the 
whole time. For those years 
the young tailor had listened 
to Maria’s feelings about it, 
cryings and laughings, eve-
rything. Isabella wasn’t that 
great of a dreamer herself 
but she did have a small wish 
roaming inside her heart. For 
what she had heard from Ma-
ria, those feelings of a great 
love sounded charming and 
made her curious. So had love 
slowly become something 
she wanted in her life.

Maria started to speak 
again.

“But how about you? How 
have you been lately?”

“What, me? The same as al-
ways.”

“You’ve stayed in the same 
spot for years and you still 
call yourself happy? That’s 
something I’ve never learned 
to understand”, Maria spoke 
as she looked up to Isabel-
la, who chuckled to herself. 
“What are you laughing at?”

“Nothing, absolutely 
nothing.”

Maria left and Isabella re-
turned to the backroom.

~~~
To be continued....

Ruska Kallio, 1B

Life in the 1800s

STORIES FROM THE PAST
Here are some writing exercises from the first course of English (ENA1) which took its inspiration 
from history and followed the syllabus of HI1.

Vaaligallup
Kuulumisten toimittajat haastattelivat kyläläisiä

Reino-Kalevi Vasanoja

1. Ei ajattele asiaa lainkaan
2. Ei varmaan äänestä
3. Ei paljon ressaa, olen 

eläkkeellä

Mitä odotat kevään
 kuntavaaleilta?

Aiotko äänestää?

Millä perusteilla valitset 
ehdokkaasi?

Pyhäjoen joulugaala 2020
Lipunmyynti Monelassa tiistaina 24.11. klo 12.00-20.00

Tapahtumaan pääsee vain, jos lipun on ostanut etukäteen.
Loppuviikon lippuja on mahdollisuus ostaa puhelimitse.

Lippuja on rajoitettu erä, joten muista varata lippusi ajoissa!
Lipun hintaan kuuluu pääsy gaalaan sekä kahvitarjoilu. 

Osallistujilla tulee olla maskit.
Ohjelmassa puhujia, musiikkiesitys, perinteinen muotinäytös, sekä stand-up koomikko! Puhujina 

kuullaan muun muassa poliitikko Juha Sipiläa sekä professori Kalervo Väänästä.

Tervetuloa juhlistamaan joulun odotusta Pyhäjoen lukion toisen vuosiluokan opiskelijoiden 
kanssa!

Ota yhteyttä lipunmyynnistä: 0442047715, Iida Hurme. Lisätietoa löydät osoitteesta messut.pyhajoki.fi


